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Abstract: -
nia and Herzegovina during 2014 concerning the commemoration of the 

-

-
seums in Sarajevo.

-

public manifestations commemorated that single event. Amid an atmosphere of po-

sending messages of peace and integration. During 2013 and in the first half of 2014, 
conflicts over the manner of commemoration intensified as different groups, driv-
en by political and financial motives, sought to impose their concepts on the plan-

-

-
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-
tral state more than to the anniversary itself. The fragmentation of memorial events 

-
standing this fragmentation requires a brief history of commemorations since the as-
sassination of 1914.

Czechoslovakia to Sarajevo in 1920, conditions gradually developed for public 

-

Cyrillic alphabet, read, “On this historic site Gavrilo Princip proclaimed freedom on 
St. Vitus Day 15/28 1914 -

shortly thereafter. 
When the German Army marched into Sarajevo in 1941, its soldiers remo-

ved the plaque that had been placed there in 1930 and sent it to Hitler as a gift on 
-

-

-

on the 40th

-
-
th

-
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-

-

-

-
-

arched nor yet presented in the correct light. We should not permit a commemorati-

-
-

and disagreements. We should publish a collection of relevant articles and mark the 

-
Sarajevo, 1914

-

In 1974, attendees at a round table organized by the Institute for History in Sara-

acted under the influence of Greater Serbian propaganda spread by the nationalist 
organizations Unification or Death (Ujedinjenje ili smrt) and National Defence (Na-

-

-

Things changed during the Sarajevo siege of the 1990s. Sarajevo residents rea-

-
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Herzegovina destroyed both the footprints and the commemorative plaque, in truth 
-

-
ces valorized his deed to raise the morale of their troops. The Army of the Republika 

-
-
-

-

Princip. In the beginning of 2003, the debate about Princip and the memory of the 

-
bedded in pavement at the assassination site from 1954 to 1992. Media coverage a 

-

-
-

-
-
th

-

-
hout any significant media attention. What has remained of the round table are a do-
zen of scientific papers published in the periodical Prilozi issued by the Institute. It 

gave no financial support to this academic conference; neither did the administration 
of the City of Sarajevo. Thus, they demonstrated their determination not to support a 
scholarly approach to the research of these events.
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th anniversary of the 

th anniversary of 

Sarajevo He-
art of Europe
inception, this good idea bore the seeds of failure, since it failed to take into account 

-

-

-
garia and Macedonia, organized a conference devoted not to the assassination, but 

-
-

of the conflict. We hoped to identify unexplored or as yet insufficiently explored re-
-

ges, the role of propaganda, and other topics. Despite our protests, the critics insisted 
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Sarajevo - the Heart of Euro-
pe -

-
-

that academic conferences served a different purpose in facilitating critical dialogue 

-

-
ze a conference entitled The Great War: Regional Approaches and Global Contexts.

-
-
-

-

-
-

dik, the President of Republika Srpska, offered much the same criticism, noting that 
the Academy of Sciences and Arts of Republika Srpska had determined that the con-

Sarajevo Heart of Europe -
-

-
na. The Sarajevo – Heart of Europe -
ference to be called The Long Shots of Sarajevo, 1914-2014

-
th anniversary of the assassination.
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attention than the academic conferences. The first, a spectacular outdoor display of 
A Century of Peace 

After the Century of Wars and included 300 participants from several different Euro-

Kusturica and entitled The Rebel Angels, -
-

and had little artistic merit. Strongly supported by Republika Srpska President Milo-

-
-

res; insofar as I could determine, the European Commission spent 250,000 Euros on 
the “Century of Peace After the Century of Wars”

-

-
-
-

through history.

“We have decided to offer a look back, through history, but also a 
look to the future, after the catastrophes that happened in the 20th centu-

-
ved coexistence in Europe that holds the promise of a peaceful future. 

-
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-
-

Ambassy sponsored the Sarajevo Grand Prix, a cycling event held under the auspi-
ces of Tour de France -
ries of Sarajevo. The Sarajevo City Museum of 1878 – 1918 (called the Museum of 

-

footprints had once been embedded and the site of Habsburg-era monument in honor 
of the assassination victims.

-
red a special exhibit called “And then in Sarajevo the Shot was Fired,

-

-
The Dignity of Man, a

The Artists (1789). The National Gallery exhi-
bit marked not only the 100th

but also the 75th anniversary of the beginning of the Second World War and the 25th

-
snia and Herzegovina refused to become involved. Therefore, the messages sent 

-
-

rences; and they gave voice to the nationalist rhetoric most stridently expressed in 
the Republika Srpska. The European Union did not directly support construction 
of a surreally grandiose monument to Princip in the Serb suburb of Sarajevo, but it 
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-
-
-

of peace and a better future. 
-

nic performance in Sarajevo, it separately organized a rival event labelled “The 21st

Assembly of Gusle Players of Republika Srpska -

The
Artists
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