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Abstract: The paper examines the visual memory constructs synonymous with 
the Sarajevo Assassination in the period since the beginning of the First World 
War. The attention is given to the transformation of the official commemorations 
after the assassination of the Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife Sofia on 
28 June 1914, the ideologicaly motivated mythologising of Gavrilo Princip and 
Mlada Bosna conspirators and subsequent  of their memory in 
the communist period. Following the chronological alignment of the Assassination 
visual memory constructs in hundred years to date, it is possible to identify the 
intervowen pattern of exclusivity, conflict and inclusivity, orchestrated by each 
consecutive regime in Bosnia-Herzegovina, in periods between three major wars. 
The exposition and interpretation of this divisive and contentious memory pattern, 
as suggested in the current Sarajevo ‘Sarajevo 1878-1918’ exhibition, provides 
an argument in favour of more complex and pluralist approach to the subject of 
Assassination, in keeping with the contemporary critical heritage discourse which 
is emerging among the transforming communities in Central and Eastern Europe.

resulting in the deaths of millions of soldiers and civilians across the European 
continent from 1914 to 1918.
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against the foreign oppression.1

of the Assassination, as the commemorations 

2

Plate 1: Gavrilo Princip, Franz-Ferdinand and Family, Graveyard for Bosniak soldiers from First World 
War in Austria (Sarajevo City Archives) 

repository of records and information for future generations. 3

4

1 The Road to Sarajevo
2 , Pogledi, Sarajevo, 25.05.2013, 30
3

Historijski arhiv Bosne I Hercegovine, 2004, <http://

4
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5

version of an identity-forming narrative. Thus the Sarajevo Assassination persists 

political instrumentalization in the last one hundred years. 
This paper is a shorter version of the thesis on politics of memory of the 

6

path of memory-making and the elevation from the place of memory into a museum.7

 8

1908 has a look of a Central European city street, as suggested by the architectural 

along the Appel Quai. The ground floor at the corner of the building houses a pastry 

5

6 The Talking museum, in Double Exposures, The subject of cultural analysis, 

7

Discussion, 10.01.2007, 1-3.
8  ‘Contested Histories: Heritage and/as the Construction of the Past: 
An Introduction’, in Heritage, Ideology and Identity in Central and Eastern Europe, Con-
tested Pasts, Contested Presents
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Delicatessen. The frieze above the ground floor carries an advertising board along 

languages and four alphabets on the same façade of the building.

Plate 2: Corner of former Appel Quay and Franz Josef Strasse, today Ulica Zelenih beretki and Obala 
Kulina bana ; 7th December 1908 -Public announcement of the Annexation of Bosnia-Herzegovina by 

Sarajevski atentat, Stenogram glavne rasprave, in 
Sarajevo City Archives 

A group of people are reading the Public Announcement of the Annexation. The 

dimije (baggy 

Cyrillic, advising them that Austria-Hungary took formal charge of the country from 

Six years later, the same place became a scene of the infamous political 

terms, into the international celebrity. As a consequence, and after a brief period of 
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practically obliterated by the radical refocus on commemorating the perpetrator(s) 
on location of the assassination. 

The Austria-Hungary officials immediately termed the act and the place of the 

memorial stamps and memorial plaque, accompanied by postcards and popular 
literature and publications (Plate 3). The historic site of assassination began to be, to 

9

Plate 3: Corner of former Franz Joseph Street and Appel Quay, with Moritz Schiller’s pastry shop and the 
place of the assassination, marked with +, 1914, (Photo : Sarajevo City Archives) 

half-mast along the street indicate the period of official mourning (Plate 3). 

is contrasted by a plurality of dress code, textual and visual signs and languages, 

9 Les Lieux d 
Memoire, (Paris:Gallimard 1984) 17-42.
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10 Within a short 

Assassination. Some alterations to the façade had to be made to accommodate it.

Plate 4: Corner of Appel Quay and Franz Josef Street, location of the assassination, showing memorial 

Monument to Killing during the official dedication of the monument, 28 June 1917, (Sarajevo City Archives)

official Catholic consecration ceremony. The Spomenik Umorstvu (Monument to 

Secession style.11

Duchess.12 (Plate 4).

10

11 Arhitektura Bosne i Hercegovine 1878-1918
Sarajevo, 1987) 229.
12

Prilozi 34 (2005) 61-66.
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The visual impact of the monument, the ritual and the selected gathering, 

Lateiner Brucke erected to commemorate the Archduke Franz Ferdinand and Duchess Sophie von 

28 June 1917, (Sarajevo City Archives) 
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church in a neo-Gothic/Alpine style based on designs by the same Hungarian sculptor 

Closer look to commemorative postcard and the photograph taken from the same 

out of the unsightly building under scaffold (Plate 6). This artistic embellishment can 
be seen as a handy metaphor for the never-ending business of bringing order and 
harmony to this troublesome place, as it must have been regarded by the authorities.

13 While restricting his observations to 

significance of this discrete broadening of the commemoration narrative, made by 

the official communist narrative of the Sarajevo Assassination, in 1987. 

commemoration. She challenges the propositions to fully reconstruct the Monument 

of other complex local narratives. 

13
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Expropriation, Erasure and Reversal of Memory (1918-1941)

the trial, the executions and sentences, all these commanded attention and often 
empathy, respect and admiration, not only among the Slavs but also by a number of 
international supporters. 

land.14

15

former Monarchy and its legal and cultural role.16 Anything that reminded of the 
Austria-Hungary, the monuments, the portraits of the Emperor, the plaques and 

14

Historijska traganja 3(2009) 51-89 (68).
15

16 -
Historijska traganja 3 (Sarajevo: 

Institut za istoriju, 2009) 137-182.
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and communication using the German terms.17

18

Consequently, the Spomenik Umorstvu commemorating the victims of the 

19

20

Handwritten text in Cyrrilic: Na odru herojima Vidovdana pri iskopu kostiju u Terezinu 1919, (Sarajevo City 
Archives, date incorrect)

17 Rodinis, A., 237-255.
18 -

19

20
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of remains to Sarajevo (Plate 7) to be buried in a simple common grave. The return 

pilgrimage destination for Serbian youth. (Plate 8). 

Plate 8: Photograph showing the visit and wreath-laying on common grave to Mlada Bosna conspirators; 
text on the ribbon in Cyrillic reads:’ Športni klub Jugoslavija Beograd (Sport club Yugoslavia Belgrade)’, (no 

date)<http://www.politikin-zabavnik.rs/pz/content/beograd-koga-vise-nema?page=3486>[27.08.2013]

9). 21

Plate 9: Mock-up of the First memorial plaque to Princip, which was mounted on the external wall of the 
future Museum building in Sarajevo, on 2nd February 1930

21

Princip navijesti slobodu na Vidovdan 15 (28) juna 1914

(English version): 
Princip announced freedom on St. Vitus’s day on 15 (28) June 1914
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Princip-Freedom (Liberty) - St. Vitus. The archaic expression 
navijesti

 22

an international controversy. Alerted to the reactions, according to The London 
Times correspondent, only three days before the ceremony 2nd

23

in canonizing the assassin, the religious leaders openly laid the exclusive claim to 

and martyrdom as a path to eternity.24 The associative link created here is simple 
and clear: St. Vitius-martyrdom-eternity. This formal appropriation of the bodies 

22  A Journey through Yugoslavia

23

24
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Plate 10: Orthodox chapel in Koševo cemetery, Sarajevo, designed by Belgrade architect Aleksandar 
Deroko, with graves of Heroes of St. Vitus, and memorial plaque dated 28 June 1939, (Photo SH, 5 July 

2013)

25

26

photographer Heinrich Hoffmann.27

Austria-Hungary and for the plans to create a trialist Austrian-Hungarian- Slavic 

25

Priloizi 34, Sarajevo, 2005, 14.
26

27

12.05.2014]
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subsequent defeat and humiliation added more reason to lay a symbolic claim to the 
 28

ideological continuity of the partisan freedom fighters and Gavrilo Princip. The 

the daily 
the ceremonies and speeches held during the unveiling the second commemorative 

29

28 Ibid. 5.
29

Plate 11: Adolf Hitler examines the memorial plaque to Princip removed from Sarajevo and given for his 
52nd birthday on 20 April 1941, aboard his special command and control train, Sonderzug Amerika, in 
Monichkirchen, Austria. The photograph was taken by Hitler’s personal photographer, Heinrich Hoffmann. 

(Carl Savich, http://serbianna.com)
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Plate 12: Mock-up of the second memorial plaque to Princip and comrades, 7 May 1945

tradition in his salutary speech, but more importantly, his message ensured the 

and concluded the 30

in his epic volume The Road to Sarajevo, published after the 50th anniversary of the 

and their justified anti-colonial and class struggle in Ireland and India. He terms 

31

30 Ibid., p. 5, Quote from 
Oslo-

31
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.32

rejuvenated the old narrative rooted in the Serbian folk mythology, continuing and 

.33 In effect, a Serbian 

34

the site 

(Plate 13).

Plate 13: Princip’s cousin, Museum curator points to Princip’s footsteps. from A. Rhodes, 1956, 

32 Ibid., 366-400.
33 Ibid., 4. Quote from Oslo-
bodjenje 1945 (May 9, 1945), 6.
34
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Cyrillic, more explicit in use of militant terms and cumbersome in style (Plate 14).

Plate 14: Third memorial plaque and Princip’s footsteps impressed in the concrete paving in front of the 
Muzej Mlada Bosna-Young Bosnia Museum in 1953; Footsteps used to mark the position where Gavrilo 
Princip stood at the time of the assassination. (image taken in 1987, before steps were removed in 
1992 and plaque changed from Cyrillic to Latin script), < http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of_

Archduke_Franz_Ferdinand>[ 28.08.2013]

35

36

Arhitektura 

35 Savich, C. 2013, 7.
36

Sa ovog mjesta 28 juna 1914 godine Gavrilo 
Princip svojim pucnjem izrazi narodni protest 
protiv tiranije i vjekovnu težnju naših naroda za 
slobodom

(English translation):

From this place on 28 June 1914 Gavrilo Princip 
expressed with his shot a popular protest and an 
eternal aspiration of our people for freedom
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Bosne i put u savremeno 

Committee of Sarajevo) to design and oversee the adaptation of the existing building 

it as a real opportunity to apply his internationally gained Modernist skill and also as 

37 With a team of best artists and craftsmen in the country, 
He set on to creatively interpret and build on the assassination narrative, 

façade placed to cover the original profiled neoclassical décor around arched 

motif

th anniversary of 

Grahovo like Princip.

of the interiors, in Grabrijan, D. and Najdhart, J., 1957, Arhitektura Bosne i put u savremeno
(The architecture of Bosnia and road to Modernity),

37

English version.
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expanded to include documentation and artefacts from the Second World War partisan 
38

elegance and serenity. 

Plate 16: Copies of catalogue images from Muzej Mlada Bosna, year unknown, 

of foreign visitors on occasions demanded preparations and continuation of 

local officials tried to get the journalists to concentrate on the more recent past. 

of the Assassination remain in Sarajevo all through 70th anniversary and 1984 

38

(04.07.2013).
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39

of marking of the Sarajevo Assassination memory. In 2004, the city authorities took 

statement about the historic event.40

Plate 17: Fourth memorial plaque on the wall of Museum of Sarajevo 1878-1918 mounted in 2007 and 

Juna1914. Gavrilo Princip je izvršio atentat na austrougarskog prestolonasljednika Franca Ferdinanda i 
njegovu suprugu Sofiju”, (Photo: SH, 31 .12. 2012)

declarations, just the bare facts. More significantly, for the first time, apart from 

39

40 Ibid., 3.
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consequences beyond that particular place and time. It offers to public to seek the 

Plate 18: Museum Sarajevo 1878-1918, corner Ulica Zelenih beretki and Obala Kulina bana, 
Sarajevo, (Photo: SH/ 5 July 2013)

It is not certain if they are the same ones as conceived by Neidhardt, but the 

acquired in the past. 

rule.
 The exposition commemorates the period rather than the event that marked 

War. The presentation of artefacts is an embodiment of complex and multi-layered 

European cross-cultural heritage studies.41

41
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acceptance of ambiguity and possibility of an inclusion. 

Summary

term first anticipated. After the initial commemorations in honour of the Archduke 

radical refocus of memory to the perpetrator on location of the assassination, 

divisive and reductionist memory of assassination, constructed as an official political 

formulated and actively promoted by each official political structure in charge of 

full participation.

anniversary of the Sarajevo Assassination, the visual symbolism on location of the 
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one another, as is demonstrated by the placement of memorial plaques and their 

national-liberation narrative. The official commemoration solidified in the museum 

2004.
Whilst it can be argued that the socialist regime used a singular memory 

interpretation in the name of a supra-national unity, the present extreme and 

administration shapes the scope of manifestations of memory as they see fit. This 

more balanced understanding and interpretation of the collective memories or at 
least agree to disagree. 

re-examine rather than destroy its evidence. The revival, reinterpretation and 

rather than by exclusivity of a political or clerical manipulation. 

Selma Harrington, The Politics of Memory: the Face and the Place of the Sarajevo Assassination
Prilozi • Contributions, 43, Sarajevo, 2014, 113-139



136

and urbanization and left gaps in education and social policy measures. This is 
a more inclusive and engaging pluralist approach, reaching out both to local and 

preservation and management.
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